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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 6672 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL MY, RP. ID 

SUBJECT: BASE AT GREAT NATUNA 

REF: A. KUALA LUMPUR 2596 
B. KUALA LUMPUR 2669 

WE HAVE NO INDICATION GOP HAS BEEN ASKED PARTICIPATE IN JOINT 
PATROL BASE AND RADAR INSTALLATION ON GREAT NATUNA AND THINK 
SUCH PARTICIPATION UNLIEKLY. AS FOR EXTENDING PATROLS TO 
SPRATLY ISLANDS, GOP HAS NO SHIPS CAPABLE OF LONG-RANGE 
PATROLLING AND WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE LOATHE TO 
UNDERTAKE AN ACTIVITY WHICH WOULD INCREASE THE 
POSSIBILITY OF CONFRONTATION WITH VIETNAMESE. 
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